Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Gospel  message  taking  hold  in  Africa 


»  Since  1877 

ber7,  2006 
VoL.  130 
No.  48 


NIGER,  West  Africa  — 
Pregnant  Songhai  women 
approach  the  dndeiblock,  tin- 
roofed  clinic  of  Kanazi  for  rou¬ 
tine  checkups.  They  come  one  by 
one.  When  Sally  Womble 
reminds  them  to  return  next 
month  for  another  exiMii,  she 
often  hears  the  response, 
"Inshallah"  or  "if  God  wills."  . 

After  12  years  in  Niamey, 
Niger,  Songhai  team  strategy 
coordinators  Brad  Imd  Sally 
Womble  have  grown  accus¬ 
tomed  to  dw  phrase'  "It's  their 
excuse,"  Sally  says.  "It  removes 
their  sense  of  responsibility,  so 
because  of  that  there's  no  tomor¬ 
row  for  them.  Their  tomorrows 
only  come  if  God  wills." 

While  this  commonly-held 
view  of  God  releases  the 
Songhai  from  any  earthly 
responsibility,  BracI  Womble 
su^ests  this  mentality  also 
keeps  the  Songhai  in  bondage. 


BAPTISTS 


In  the  past  decade,  Womble  says 
he's  never  heard  a  young  person  WITHOUT  WITNESS 
mention  any  long-term  goals.  T 

"These  people  want  to  eat  profess  adl 
lunch  today,  and  that's  it," 

Womble  says.  "That's  as  far  as 
they  see.  Their  belief  in  God  is  a 
goo  who  is  so  far  removed,  and 
so  judgmental,  and  so  distant  that  he  really  plan  to  target  major  market  towns.  On 
doesn^t  care,  and  the  only  interaction  ’^'Market  [>ay,"  villagers  throu^iout  the  area 
th^'ll  ever  have  with  him  is  in  judgment."  come  to  the  major  market  town  to  buy  or  sell 
There's  a  larger  problem  tmm  just  the  goods.  Because  these  towns  are  big^r  and 
lack  of  long-range  goals.  There's  spiritual  nrKxe  progressive  than  smaller  villages,  they 
darkness.  "tWSong^iai  aren't  only  in  a  false  are  corttioered  the  lead  towns  in  the  area, 
religion,"  Womble  says.  "They  are  active  "We'  cannot  get  to  every  small,  little  vil- 

participants  in  the  demonic  spirit  world.  So  lage,"  Wombfe  says.  "Howevei;  if  we  can 
mey're  even  peeper  dum  hopeless."  plant  diurdies  in  those  big  towns,  and 

Ali,  a  churoi  planter  from  Niger  on  die  teach  those  churdies  it  is  dieir  God-given 
Songhai  team,  attributes'  some  of  the  responsibility  to  reach  their  neiglmors, 
Songhai's^  hopelessness  to  their  Islamic  their  families  and  the  next  village  for 
beliefs.  "If  you  pass  40  years  of  age  without  Christ  then  it  will  be  taken  care  of." 
making  ycxir  peace  with  Gcxi  throu^  die  Despite  spiritual  darkness  and  scxial 
Muslim  faith,  you  cannot  after  that*  he  says,  pressures  surrounding  the  people,  the 
Because  99.8%  of  die  Songhai  pecmie  are  Wombles  s^  they  have  seen  Gcxt  at  work 
bodi  Muslim,  and  animisnc  (worsnip  of  among  the  ScMij^iai. 
nature  and  natural  objects,  such  as  trees  When  Brad  led  a  volunteer  team  to 
and  animals),  demonic  worship  and  pos-  prayerwalk  in  die  heart  of  die  Songhai 
session  are  common  to  their  culture.  kin^om  in  Gao,  Mali,  he  says  volunteers 

‘tifou  can  go  into  villages  where  encountered  sp^tual  warfare  firsthand, 
they're  walking  bodies,  but  mere  is  no  After  praying  thrc^gh  the  village 
person  left  in  that  (village),"  Womble  where  Womble  says  people  had  been  vis- 
says.  "There's  just  blankness.  All  the  Ide  ibly  possessed  by  demonic  forces,  the 
is  gone  from  their  eyes."  gnmp  made  dielt  way  to  the  boat  on 

In  addition  to  sj^tual  darkness,  scxrial  whic»  they  had  come.  While  walking 
pressures  also  inlffllt  some  Songhai  peo-  back  to  the  boat  Womble  says  a  young 

Sle  from  believing  the  Gospel.  Because  boy  tugged  on  his  sleeve. 

leir  scKiety  revolves  around  die  family  ^I  finally  got  all  the  volunteers  in  the 
unit,  the  Songhai  rarely  make  decisions  boat  and  I  was  the  only  cxie  left  out  dieie," 
on  an  individual  basis.  Womble  recalls.  "I  got  down  on  my  kiie« 

"For  a  Son^iai  to  accept  Christ  they  are  because  he  was  so  uttle  and  said,  'What?'" 
rejecting  their  culture,  d^  family,  every-  The  boy  replied,  ."I  know  you  have  been 
dung  d^ve  ever  been  tau^t,"  Sally  says,  praying  to  me  real  God  for  us.  Please  don't 


>  —  A  boat  loaded  with  passengers  glides  through  the  water  near  Timbuktu,  Mali 
From  Niamey,  Niger,  to  Timbuktu,  more  dWMine  million  Scxighai  live  in  West  Afnca.  Though  mos 

; — ^ - llegiance  to  Allah,  cJemonic  worship  and  possession  are  ccxnmcxi  among  this  pecipte  group 

Gospel  seeds  have  been  sown  in  one  area  where  the  Songhai  live,  but  the  maj^ity  c>f  trils  people 
group  still  have  no  Christian  witness.  (IMB  photo) 


Songhai  language  and  culture,  Ali  has 
extended  the  Gospel  as  a  churdi  planter  in 
the  village  of  Gotneye. 

Through  diis  church  plant,  Ali  says  he 
sees  an  advantage  to  sharing  the  Gospel  in 
his  own  country.  "When  the  olack  man  sees 
die  white  mari,’'  Ali  says,  "the  first  thing  he 
might  (think)  in  his  head  is  to  have  money, 
but  when  the  black  man  sees  the  black  man 
come  to  see  him,  die  first  time,  he's  going 
to  diink,  'These  people  are  like  me.  I  i^w 
he  doesn't  have  money  like  me,  and  so  1 
want  to  hear  what  he  wants  to  tell  me.'" 

Though  Sally  says  she  will  never  be 
accepted  as  a  native  Songhai  woman,  vil¬ 
lagers  in  the  Kanazi  area  clidm  her  as  one 
ofdieirown. 

Last  Septembei;  the  Wombles  wm  walk- 
ii^  along  a  red  day  path  toward  a  Son^iai 
viuage  idien  Mamadou,  a  Zarma  man  living 
in  aiwdier  village,  began  calling  "Sally  Biyor 
The  "yo"  oi\  dw  end  gives  it  possession.  He 
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Yearning  for  Living  Water 


By  Erich  Bridm 
International  Mis&Um  Board 


ould  West  Africa  be  won 
to  Christ  over  a  glass  of 
sweet  tea?  Maybe,  if  you 
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ty  of  America,  and  I  will  come  Baptist  vohir 
aiKl  live  in  this  environment'*  will  play 
Rcdainung  West  Africa  imporbutt  ro 

Scmne  say  the  unreached  peo-  •  Advan 

_  pies  of  WKt  Africa  will  rtever  be  missionaries 

Efrmic  and  social  conflict  reached.  Th^re  wn^.  efiectivdy  e' 

‘ ^  and  *They  said  Muslims  would  dfrfe  enmigc 

Mty  haimt  many  parts  of  never  listen."  reports  a  nusskxt-  setting  to 
t -Africa.  Malaria,  AIDS,  ary  prayer  update  from  plantmgmor 

Guinea-Bissau,  "(but)  Muslim  •  Co-part 
villages  are  crying  out  for  jesus  aiKl  coopen 


mission  Board  (IMB)  regional  and  animals),  ancestor  wor- 
leader  for  West  Africa.  "They  just  ship,  fear  of  spirits,  belief  in 
don't  know  it  yet"  diarms  and  spells  —  permeate 

Arnett  arid  odier  IMB  mis-  the  area  influencmg  bodi 
sionaries  in  West  Africa  intend  Muslims  and  Christians, 
to  tell  them,  but  they  can't  do  it 

widKHit  a  major  increase  in  par-  unstable^  governments, 
tidpation  by  Southern  Baptists. 

The  IMB  has  set  aside  all  of  2006 
to  focus  on  readiing  West  Africa  and  other  diseases  are  wide- 
widi  the  Gospel.  spread.  Life  expectancy  is 

The  challenge  of  West  Africa:  under  50  years.  Midnutrition  is 

•  1,612  people  groups  high;  literacy  is  low.  More  than 
spread  across  2^  countries,  hfuf  of  West  Africans  live  on 
nearly  as  large  as  die  continen-  less  than  a  dollar  a  day. 

tal  United  States.  •  Then  there's  the  climate: 

•  More  than  350  of  diose  peo-  hot  and  hotter.  In  some  areas, 

pies  have  no  access  to  the  Gospd.  hi^  humidity  makes  it  hard  to 
Half  of  the  region's  population  is  function.  In  others,  drought 
unreadied  (less  dian  two  percent  pardies  the  land, 
evangelical).  IMB  workers  cim  "It's  dry,  dir^,  and  hot," 
rendy  work  among  only  52  West  Arnett  freely  aamits  of  the 
African  people  groups.  region  he  loves.  "It's  not  a  tourist 

•  Half  of  die  region's  people  destination.  If  you  want  five-star 
are  Muslim.  About  40%  of  West  hotels,  air  conditioning  and  a 
Africans  claim  Christianity  in  McDonald's  on  every  comer; 
some  form.  However,  African  this  isn't  the  place  for  you  but 
traditional  religions  —  ani-  we  have  Goa-called  men  and 
mism  (worship  of  nature  and  women  who  have  said,  'I  will 
natural  objects,  sudi  as  trees  forsake  the  comforts  and  securi- 
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people  the  dirono-  West  Africa  needs  your 
logical  Bible  stories  \  prayers,  your  commitment, 
designed  ^  for  your  resources,  and  your 
Muslim  listeners  church  to  help.  — 

seeking  truth.  "We  The  IMB  set  aside  all  of  2006 
are  gomg  to  leclaipi  to  focus  on  reaching  West  Africa 
West  Afnca  for  Jesus  with  the  Gospel  That  is  the  focus 
Christ,"  says  Randy  of  this  year's  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Arnett,  the  International  Missions  . 

International  "God  wants  to  do  sornething 
Mission  Board's  here  that  we've  never;  ever  seen 
regional  leader.-  before:  an  awakening,  a  revival, 

1MB  missionaries  a  wiritual  breakdirou^  that 
in  West  Africa  have  will  impact  die  world, '^Arnett 
three  main  strategies:  says.  "He's  waiting  on  us" 
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known  as  *waiga.*  The  two-hour  cereniony 


wn^lESS'— Missionary  SgoR  BiaJbid  joms  a  friend  for  a  traditional^incan  tea' 


you're  talking  about  the  Word  of 
God,  people  nearby  listen,  and 
you're  going  to  draw  a  crowd." 

Scott  and  Julie  want  other 
Southern  Baptists  to  join  them 
—  new  missionaries,  volun¬ 
teers,  partner  churches, 
pr^er  supporters. 

'Tt's  goii^  to  take  people  in 
the  United  States  pray^  tor  us, 
giving  to  the  Ixittie  Moon 
Chrisbnas  Ofiermg,  bei^  will-, 
tng  to  come  out  and  join  us, 
because  we  can't  do  it  on  our 
situa-  own,"  Scott  says.  "We  are  called 
tional  evan«lism."  to  be  on  mission  with  God  and 

"A  situaBon  comes  up,  and  join  Him  where  He  is  workmg." 
you  nm  with  it  to  the  Wc^  of  God  'is  working  among  me 
God,"  he  explains.  "Anytime  Fulakuikla. 


African  countries,  traditionally  Scott  learn  Pulai;  the  language 
were  ncmiadic  herdsmen.  In  spoken  bv  the  Fulakunda  peo- 
reoent  tunes,  thou^  many  have  or  eloers  sitting  arouna  die 

setded  into  towns  and  villages,  tire  in  a  FulakuiKla  village, 
prmuurily  in  Guinea  Bissau  and  Deep  down,  they  all  nunger 
m  southern  Senegal  where  the  tor  the  truth  about  Ckid.  Scott  is 
Bradfords  now  live.  eager  to  teach  it  "We  sit  down. 

They  are  overwhelmingly  we  tell  a  story  from  the  Bible  and 
'  I  a  strong  mixture  of  then  we  ask  questions  about  the 
animism  (worship  oTnature  and  story,"  he  says.  "What  does  it 
natural  objects,  si!^  as  trees  and  teaoi  us?  What  does  it  show  us 

1  about  God's  character?" 

The  key  is  to  tailor  those  sto- 
s  to  the  opportunity  and  the 
domiruite  the  spiritual  land-  audience.  Scott  caUs  it 
scape.  Fewer  than  50  Fulakunda 
people  follow  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lora,  Scott  estimates.  - 
Too  big  a  task?  Not  tor  God. 

"If  any  nuqor  people  group  here 


missionary  strate^ 
tors  for  me  Fulalm 
noimoed  POOhih-Kt 

people  of  West  Afria^  it  hap-  Musliinwith 
pened  the  other  way  around.  animism  ( 

The  Bradfords  sensed  God's  i 
mission  call  a  decade  before  they  animalsX  and  superstition.  Local 
arrived  in  2002.  West  Africa,  ~  religious  leaders,  trfoal  tradi- 
howevec  was  "the  last  (rface  in  tions,  and  fear  of  evil  ^nrits 
the  world"  they 
would  serve  —  oi 
(Md.)  Church,  a 
that  had  been  pra 
for  the  Fulakund 


God  said,  'Wait'"  Scott  recalls.  just  might  be  the  Fulakunda,  one  The  Southern  Baptist  Foieign  Mission  Board  appoints  51  miasaonaries  at 

While  they  waited,  however,  of  many  subgroups  of  the  Fulani  First  Church,  Jackson  in  an  emotional  commissiontng  sersrioe  that  included 
he  got  a  litw  too  comfortable  peoples  of  Vtost  Africa.  The  a  year  in  ivhidi  the  FMB  sent  587  new  missionaries  arouiKl  the  world, 
teaaiing  at  a  Christian  sdKx>I  Fulani  number  some  30  million, 

in  the  United  States.  "When  tfie  Fulakunda  men  are  ^ - - 

time  came,  God  had  to  wake  more  willing  to  listen  to  new 

me  up,"  he  admits.  "Julie  woke  ideas.  Older  men,  steeped  in  The  SBC  Peace  Committee  adopts  two  statements  —  on  theology  and 

up  fir^  though."  Islam  and  tradition,  are  naider  denominational  politics  —  during  an  intense  10th  meeting.  Chairman 

Now,  as  missionaries,  they  to  reach.  As  monrabm  of  a  pri-  Charles  Fuller  says  the  two  statements  "form  the  ttasis  for  reconciliation'’ 
welcome  volunteers  from  marily  oral  culture,  however,  after  more  than  seven  years  of  controversy. 

Conowingo  and  other  most  Fulakunda  love  stories. 

Southern  Baptist  churches  who  It  mi^t  be  the  mp  who 
come  to  serve  among  the  hang  out  in  front  of  the  shop 
Fulakunda  people.  across  the  street  from  the  house 

The  Fulakun^  who  number  jwhere  Scott  and  Julie  live  with 
more  than  two  million  in  'Bteir  three  children;  or  the 
Sendai  and  four  other  West  young  scxcer  star  who  is  helping 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  approves  creation  of  an 
advisory  committee  for  The  Baptist  Record.  Namra  to  the  committee  are 
Norman  W.  Cax.  J.Or  Franks,  Brame,  W.L.  Day,  Joe  T.  Odle,  C.B. 
Hamlett  III,  and  E.D.  Hiirst. 
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live  in  a  sterilized  environmen¬ 
tal  bubble  and  never  go  any¬ 
where,  do  anything,  or  see  any¬ 
body,  you  have  a  good  chance 
of  being  exposed  to  whatever  it 
is  that  »  ^ing  around. 
Somebody  nea^  can  sneeze  or 
cou^  or  you  can  turn  a  door¬ 
knob  or  touch  a  desktop  and  dte 
bug  could  be  there.  Even  if  you 
don't  go  around  anybcxly  who 


Greeting  the  Brethren 
WITH  A  Holy  Elrow  Bump 


Jim  Futrml.  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


is  sick  or  touch  anydiing  with- 

the  warm  greeting  of  the  ri^t  ed  to  say,  ‘Thank  you  for  shop-  out  immediatdy  washing  ycxir 
hand  of  feUowship  in  a  hand-  ping  at  — and  named  their  hands,  it  is  a  hurly  gcxxl  possi- 
shake  to  the  elbow  bump  of  the  store?  After  saying  that  about  a  bility  that  your  kids  are  going  to 
brothers  and  sisters  so  mat  we  thcxisand  times  and  saying  it  to  bring  in  whatever  it  is  diat  is 
can  avoid  spreading  the  bird  a  number  of  folks  that  they  going  around, 
flu.  If  you  would,  permit  me  to  probably  wish  would  shop  Wrsdom  would  lead  us  to 
make  a  few  observations  about  somewhere  else  it  begins  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  try  to 
this  whole  fearful  situation.  have  im  empty  ring.  Though  have  our  immune  systems  m  as 
To  begin  wide  I  wcxild  pemt  die  words  remain  die  same,  it  is  gocxl  a  conditicHi  as  possible, 
out  that  the  intent  of  Scripture  obvious  diat  they  don't  give  a  and  avoid  walking  right  into 
and  the  instructxxi  of  the  Word  rip  where  you  shop.  Sometimes  contaminated  areas.  Even 
is  that  we  arejo  have  warm  and  Yve  seem  to  do  the  same  thing  doing  all  of  that  you  just  have 
^  loving  fellowships  that  are  in  our  churches  when  we  have  to  trust  die  Lord  to  take  care  of 
it  touch  expressed  caringly  and  openly,  our  welcome  to  visitors'  time  you  through  many  of  the 
g  and  I  Sometimes  in  our  ciiurches  peo-  and  encourage  everybcxly  to  unseen  and  scary  things  of  life, 
lij^t  of  pie  shake  hands,  and  you  can  shake  hands  with  people  He  does  see.  He  does  care,  and 
iadcrea-  almost  visibly  see  that  diey  are  around  them.  I  have  been  in  He  can  provide  and  protect. 

doing  it  because  it  is  a  scxdal  churches  where  when  I  came  in  A  final  diought  that  I  would 
custom  and  not  because  they  and  diey  did  not  know  who  I  pass  along  in  an  attempt  to 

rnuinely  care  about  each  other,  was  diey  would  not  even  merge  the  ideas  and  keep  a  bal- 
your  heart  is  not  ri^t  widi  »peak.  Yet  when  the  "welcome  ance  in  life.  As  impeirtant  as  it  is 
I  know  your  brothers  and  sisters,  it  does  the  people  around  you  to  stay  away  from  sickness,  dis- 
practice  not  matter  if  you  loss  them,  moment"  came  they  were  all  ease,  and  bird  flu,  it  is  equally 
shake  their  hands,  or  bump  smiles,  warm,  and  friendly.  It  as  important  to  maintain 
elbows.  It  is  not  real  and  it  wiO  leaves  something  to  be  desired  healthy,  gocxl,  and  helpful  rela- 
come  across  as  empty  and  disin-  when  that  happens.  tionships.  So  stay  healthy  and 

genuous.  On  the  other  hand  Another  pomt  I  wcxild  like  to  in  a  poative  and  good  way  give 
authentic  ccxicem  can  often  be  make  is  that  it  is  probably  of  a  friend  an  uplifting  ancl  holy 
ccxiveyed  in  a  warm  smile.  greater  value  to  trust  God  to  dbow  bump. 

protect  you  during  flu  seasexi  - 

man  it  &  |u$t  to  avc^  a  kiss.  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 


already  beginning  to  practice  is 
to  avoid  aiaking  hands.  With 
the  holidays  here  most  of  us  are 
around  crowds  of  folks  at 
church,  at  parties,  or  just  while 
shopping.  One  of  die  most  sig¬ 
nificant  ways  to  ccxnmunicate 
disease  from  one  person  to 
another  is  dirough  die  commexn 
courtesy  of  shaking  hands.  It  is 
such  a  significant  part  of  our 
culture  that  we  can  hardly  do 
without  it,  but  the  World 
Health  Organizaticxi  is  suggest¬ 
ing  that  we  might  jusf 
elTOws.  I'm  not  lad 
do  not  diink  they  ar 
the  fact  that  we  are 
tores  and  in  li^t  of  the  grow- 
ingpossibility  of  a  parideinic. 

Ine  biblical  instruction  is  for 
us  to  greet  die  brethren  with  a 
holy  kiss,  and  d 
very  few  people 
diat  expression  I  suppow  it  will 
become  even  less  popular.  It  is 
interesting  to  think  abcxit  how 
the  cultural  shift  has  taken 
place  from  expressing  love, 
care,  and  camaraderie  from  a 
loss  CXI  die  che^  to  being  filled 
with  germ  phobia.  I  suppose 
we  have  moved  from  greeting  the  cashiers  have  been  instruct-  handshake,  cx  an  elbow  bump, 
the  brothers  %vidi  a  holy  kiss  to  ed  and,  in  toct  been  ccxnmand-  Folks,  unless  ycxi  are  going  to 


You  Can  Restond 
Rk»it  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  mayer 
with  God  in  your  own  luxos; 

L  Lexd,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela- 
tfonship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  cxw  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relatkxiship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  recewed  him. 
to  them  he  gave  die  ri^  to  become 
ddidren  ofGod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.“  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


for  cancer  treatment 
newr  looked  so  beautiful 


Purchase  a  piece  of  the  Gail  Pittman  Hope* 
pattern  and  contribute  to  the  Patient  Fund  of 
Baptist  Cancer  Services.  A  pcxtfcxi  of  your 
contnbatkxi  is  tac  deductible.  Pieces  range 
from  $2S  to  SIOO.  Grit  «MM4a«a  to  Older. 


1119  Mississiiq[H  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrm^. 

■  More  than  1 100  churches  throughcxit  Mi^ssippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  genciral,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
iitformation.  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  I -BOO-442-0290. 


MSAudioLLc 


Design  A  Inlegnlion  of  Professioiwl  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Dnooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  IS7S  Ph  60I-92.V9947 
ntsaudio#jamTrxom  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


ear  proclaim  upon  the 


December  7 ,  2006  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Service. 


Senior  Adult  8rd 

EVANO 


nal 

RALLY 


TueadiOrs  JtonarySS,  8007  •  8:00  - 11:45  a.m. 

Pinelake  Baptist  Ghuroh,  Brandon 


8:00  a.m.  Registration 

8:48  ajn.  Oeneral  Assembly 

9:00  ajn.  Break-Outs: 

One  Won  1  (Seniors  Reaching  Seniors) 

Soniiy  Adkins,  former  State  Evangelism 
Director,  pastor  of  New  Hebron  BC 
Experiencing  Evangelism  Throng  Your  Spiritual  Gifts 
(How  to  Rewire!)  -  Fbrris  tiordan,  former  professor  of  NOBTS 
and  coauthor,  ‘Qrandparentlng  by  Grace,"  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
When  Senior  Adults  Pray! 

Evelyn  Williams,  volunteer.  Miss.  wMu; 

Stale  Prayer  Advocate:  Hickory,  Miss. 

Motivating  Leaders  to  Reach  Boomers/ Adapters 
Larry  Mlzell,  former  Senior  Consultant  with  LifeWay 
(Ghautauquas),  Franklin,  Tenn. 

10:00  a.m.  Break  (Hom:  us  B4pust  roanOMaao)  Baker 

10:30  a.m.  Worship  Ra£(7 

Music  -  Richard  "Dick"  Baker,  former  chairman 
of  Music  Missions  and  Evangelism  at  Southwestern 
Seminary,  noted  for  songs  such  as;  “Here  Is  My  Life," 
McKinney,  'TexM 

I  Speaker  -  Bo  Baker  has  worked  in  evang^lsm  for  over 
45  years  and  has  written  the  words  to  over  100  songs^ 
and  hymns.  Bo 

McKinney,  Texas  -  _  Baker 

11:48  a.m.  Adjourn 


10:30  a.m. 


Dlok 

Baker 


2007  Deacon  Ministry  Emphasis 


'  is  a  pian  with  specific  actions 
that  highlight  deacon  ministries 
and  involve  deacon  training 
and  service. 

The  Purpose  Of  Deacon  Emphasis  Is  To: 

•  Focus  on  their  biblical  role 

•  Build  team  relationships 

•  Secure  involvement  in  ministries 

•  Develop  skills  for  ministry 

For  nwre  infoy  contact  Kay  McDonnell  at  I -800^  748- 165 1  ^ 
601-292-3305  or  kmcdonneU@mbch.org 


Are  ^oiir 
Ducks  In  A  How 


"MAKE 
YOUR  WILL 
MONTH" 

is  the  emphasis  we 
_  '  use  annually  in 

(January  across  the 
Southern  Baptist 
I  Convention  to  create 

I  ,  an  awareness  of 
1  preparing  a  will.  A 

\  bulletin  insert  /'Are 

I  Your  Ducks  In  A  Row 

!  Regarding  Your  Last 

“  ^  Will  and  Testament?", 

Regarding  Your  *  is  available.  If  you 

Last  Will  and  Testament?  wiWmg  to  help  us 

proinpte  the  impor- 

*•*  tance  of  a  Will  by 

using  the  bulletin 
insert,  just  let  us 
know  how  many  to 
send  to  your  church. 

You  can  call  800-748-1652  or  601-292-3210  or  write: 
MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 
P.  O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 
or  fax  us  at  601-968-968-0904. 
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SINGLE-SINGLE  AGAIN  CONFERENCE 

— •  -  ■  -  " 

"Spiritual  Renewal" 

Saturday,  January  27 
FBC,  Brookhaven  (601-833-8111) 

9KX)  a.m.until  noon  $10.00  includes  lunch 

KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  Dave  Edwards,  OK 
Well-known  speaker  and  author 

BREAK-OUTS: 

I  "When  Life  Needs  Rewinding",  Dave  Edwards 
"Picking  up  the  Pieces  -  Forgiveness/ Grief /Divorce" 
N^ss  Chocolate,  Gwen  Williams,  Picayune 

PLUS: 

Refreshments,  materials  from  UfeWay,  and  displays 
Sponsored  by:  LincolnBaptist  Assn/MBCB 


Matthew  10:2/  NAS 


lanuan  21-23,  2007 

I’incLikc  Ikiptist  (Juircli 
i^r.iiuloii,  Mississippi 


OHI  M\( 


I  iiiK's 


January  15 

CAMP  GARAYWA.  CUNTON 

■  ClarattM  Cooper 

Pastor 

Emmanue)  Bapost  Church 
Grenada 


Jaiuiary  16 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  WIGGINS 

■  Doan  Roglstor 

Pastor 

Temple  Baptist  Church 
'  Hattiestxjrg 


January  18 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  OXFORD 

■  Oory  mchoitfson 

Pastor 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church 
Oxford 


9  a.m. 
tfl  noon 
COST:  $10 

per  participant  for 
preview  and  brunch 


PREREGISTRATION 

REQUESTED 

Send  $  1 0  per  person  along  with  the 
names  and  church  name,  and  indi¬ 
cate  which  of  these  three  locations 
you  plan  to  attend. 

Send  preregistration  to; 

MBCB 

Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
PO  Box  530 
Jackson  MS  39205 


QUESTIONS? 

Call 

I -800-748- 1 65 1 


,  601-292-3284 

or  E-mail 

dbrashierambcb.org 


Meiko  Single  RESOLunm 

Kef/mte  Speaker  md  R^eshmenfs 


Mday,  Fabniary  16,  7  p.Ri. 
Bmdaioor  Baptist  Madbon 

More  info:  Mark  Evans  at  601-898-2345 


(601-833-2597) 

Singleness  with  a  Purpose 
Becky  Brown,  Raymond 

•^Ofte-ANon-V 
(Singles  Reaching  Singles) 

Don  Lum,  director.  Evangelism  Department 
MBCB.  Jackson 

6:30  p.m.  -  Chili  Supper 
Adjourn  -  8:30  p.m. 


Experiencing  Forgiveness 
Becky  Brown 
recording  artist 
and  author,  Raymond 


(662-286-2935) 

Singleness  with  a  Purpose 
-  Glenn  Shows.  MBCB.  Jackson 


''One-VJon-r 
(Single  Reaching  Single) 
Glenn  Shows,  MBCB.  Jackson 

6:30  p.m.  -  Baked  Potato/ChHi 
Supper 

Adjourn  -  8:30  p.m. 


Single-Parenting 
I  Dwight  FauNcenberry,  Fulton 
'Pathway  Counseling  Ministries 

6:30  p.m.  -  'Bar-b-que  Supper* 
Adjourn  -  8:30  p.m. 


Church 


and  other  counselors  too 


C-*r 


December  28^  SCHEDULE: 

Registration  begins  at  I  pjn. 

^  First  Sesaon  starts  at  2  pjn. 

^  Concbtdes  Friday  at  4  pjm.  ...  - 

id6,ccmettHmwyEMisorB€weHyBri^ml-&l0^7^l651er60l96tMi 


OLDER  CHILDREN  S 

Bible  Drill  Camp  2007 

July  5-7 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 


Cost  $9S  with  $50  deposit 
due  with  pre-registration 


Camp  activities  inciiide: 

Bible  Study,  Bible  Memorization, 
Bbie  Skill  Worship,  Camp  Fire 
Service,  Morning  Watch,  Time 
.with  Southern  Baptist  Missionaries, 
;  Horseback  Riding,  Rifle  Range 
^^^i^/marksmanshipj, 

Swimrning.  Canoeing,  4  square 


Each  church  group  most  have  a  male  courv 
sdor  for  every  7  tx3ys  (or  portion  thereof)  and 
a  fernale  counselor  for  every  7  girls  (or  por¬ 
tion  thereof)..  Children  are  together  with  the 
counselors  from  their  church  all  during  camp. 


Camp  begins  with  check-m  at  2  pm. 
Thursday.  July  5,  2007  and  erxJs  at  noon  on 
Saturday.  July  7. 


Rsgistratlon  Form 

Pre-registration  with  ttejposits  rnust  be  mailed  to  Central  HiHs  before  reservations 
can  be  confirmed.  Medical  forms  and  other  registration  forms  supplied  by 
Central  Hills  must  be  on  file  at  the  camp  for  each  camper  before  campers  can  be 
admitted  to  camp 


Mail  this  form  to  Rev.  Jim  Ray.  manager.  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreac  PO  Box  698. 
Kosciusko.  MS  39090  •  Phone  (662)  28^9730 


Programs  questions  should  be  directed  to  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  —  I  -800-748-1651  or 
dbrashief9mbcb.org. 


Address. 


Number  of  reservations: 


=  Total 


Mississippi  Bapast  Convenbon  Board  •  PO  Bok  530  •  Jackson.  MS  392050530  •  www  mbeb  org 


Contaa  Person. 


December  8,  2006-Janijary  11,  2007 


I  IVaytf  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  jadcson.  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mrgas^IpprPrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PtAY) 


is  blesst^. 
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|l  si  Fou  Till  Ri  cciun 


1.  The  Acteens  of  Everyeea 
Chuicii,  LonisviUc,  hosted 
a  tea  for  the  WMU  Nov.  26. 
Sho«vn  are  the  participants. 

2.  Bdhd  Church,  Lawrence 
Association,  burned  the 
note  on  dteir  sanctuary  ren¬ 
ovate  loan  Nov.  19. 
Shown  are  Donna  Nichols, 
Kevin  Raybom;  Itih 
Morrison,  David  Oliver, 
and  Michael  Rushing. 

3.  Lakeshorc  Church, 
Jackson,  will  present  their 
Christinas  cantata  Dec. 
10,  10:30  a.m.,  and  their 
live  nativity  scene  Dec. 
15-16,  6-8  p.m.  Shown  is 
the  angel  choir  from  the 
nativity  scene. 

4.  Fellowship  Church, 

Meridian,  ordained 

Andrew  as  deacon  Oct. 

15.  Shown  are  Post  and  pas¬ 
tor  Jimmy  Williams. 

5.  Fifteenth  Avenue  Chur^ 
Meridian,  recen^  held  its 
lOdt  annual  ladies'  retreat 
Project  Runway,  a  study  of 
Romans  12:1-3.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  participants. 

6.  Pearson  Church,  Pearl, 
recent  sponsored  a  For 
Ladies  (Sily  fellowship, 
themed  1  Am  a  Princess  — 
a  child  of  the  King;  Over 
60  ladies  attended  the 
event.  Shown  is  a  collage 
of  the  participants. 

7.  The  Young  at  Heart  group 

of  First  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  recently  went  on  a 
fall  trip  through  the  Blue 
Ridge  Parkway,  stopping 
in  Henoersonville, 

Asheville,  Chimney  Rock, 
and  Pigeon  Forge.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

8.  Grace  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  prepared  and  sent 
107  shoe  boxes  to  the 
Samaritan's  Purse  shoe- 
box  ministry. 


Ladles'  Retreat  Partkipanls,  Fifteenth  Avenue  Church,  Meridian 


6.  For  Ladfes  Only  FeBowahlp^  Pearson  Church,  Pearl 


7.  Young  at  Heart  Croups  Rrst  ehurdv  Foxworth 


C\m  1  u.i  \ I  w 


1.  IKe  annual  Bobby  Halford  Holiday  BasebaD  Camp  for  wouth 
a«8  7-17  win  be  conducted  Dec  27-29  on  die  William  Carey 
imiveraity  canupus  in  Hattaeriniig.  Hours  are  9  ajn-3  p.in. 
Dec  27-%  ana  9  ajn.-ivx)n  Dec.  29.  Cost  is  $95,  wnidi 
includes  meab  and  camp  T-durt  For  mote  information,  caU 
(601)  31841101  (601)  3184192.  write  BobbyHalfdfd  BasebaU 
Canip,  William  Carey  University,  4%  Tuscan  Ave., 


EAKN  ur  TO:  8.25  % 


TVsc  My  W  ^'74  in  90  Jigrtcd  UA. 

TtaMim  tmd  900^4:4,  In  moat  omm 


2.  The  Joseph  aivl  NaiKy  Fail  School  of  Nursing  at  William 
Carey  University  was  awarded  a  $1  million  grwt  from  the 
Admry  Foundaoon  of  Hattiesburg.  The  grant  wiU  be  used  to 
.construct  an -addition  onto  the  exesting  nursing  building 
located  on  the  Hattiednirg  campus.  Most  recently  the  WCU 
nursing  program's  Sijgma  Theta  Tau  Intenuitional  chaptm 
charter  was  apprcwetT  The  Hockw  Society  of  Nursing,  sri  i 
provides  leaaership  and  scholarship  in  practice,  education 
-  and  research  to  enhance  the  health  of  all  people.  Cary  oper- 
aled  as  an  Honor  Society  since  2009  and  met  the  rigoious 
lequireaNnts  for  an  official  ciu^>ler  in  2006. 


Inlciest  Payable  Quarterly 

TWi  <niKiiiCT—nl  >»  ntWhit  m  oStr  »a  wS 
mr  a  sokcMaMan  of  an  oStr  lo  bnyi  AS  oSm 
ooo  afeada  by  pvo^vctna  cnly 


i  .TT Ml-. J 


A  Ml  •  AwwilloTX  7S1OT 
Mfbw  NASD,  sire 


I  •  ymyacM  vfeKb  tecribn  al  af  Mn 


CALL  oa  anVBN  TIUB  TOl 


CMINaMoal 


ITT? 


:TM.  »■ 


copyrighted  2005 


ZGK  TPTV-  LBT  OCV  CZ 


FUVUOLTKTY  VLG,  W|L 


LG  FUVUOLTK,  SVY  LG 


KSVOGF  ZGK  FSVN. 

FSKD  LTV:  ZGKLN-ZUPT 


Clue:  f  *M 

Hive  fun  with  cryptography  and 
eitercise  your  Bible  knowkdge.  A 
King  ^ames  Wrsion  Bible  verse  has 
been  etKoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  lohn  Seven:  Seven. 


people  are  bro^ 

Pont  be  NORMAL 


TNI  METK)  lAPTIST  ASSOCMHON  it 
seekinc  retumet  for  the  position  of 
Asaociabonai  Missions  Diraclor.  Metro 
Association  cowprisei  l^indtand  Madison 
counties.  MBA  hat  B2  churches  and  over 
70,000  members.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to: 
Search  Committoe;  6530  Dogwood  Meur 
Rarfcway:  tacfcson,  MS  39213.  Deadline  few 
receivinK  tesumet  it  March  1,  2007. 
PtOVlDCNCf  BAPnST  CHURCH, 
layess.  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
musk  director.  Contact  pastor  Ron 

Satterwhite  at  (601 )  823-0358. _ 

NORTHCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Meridian,  Mist.,  accepting  resumes  for  a 


minitler  of  youth.  Serwl  to  Northcrast 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  3159, 

Meridian.  MS  39303. _ 

BCTHBOA  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TBtRV, 
Mist.,  is  acceptmg  resumes  for  a  Part- 
time  secretary.  )ob  Description  for  this 
position  it  as  folknrt:  bask  church  office 
duties  (phorse  and  computer  tkilis),  and 
some  firsatKial  tasks  will  be  included. 
Please  sersd  resume  to:  Bethesda  Baptist 
Church.  Attention:  Personnel  Corrwnittee, 
1 3628  Midway  Road,  Terry,  MS  391 70. 
PART-TIME  MINISItR  OP  MUSIC  in  the 
Collirtt.  Mist.  area.  A  BA  is  preferred. 
Contact  |o  Lyn  at  (601)  765-0033. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
IrssurarKe  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Irsturarsce,  www.christurrser-irw.com. 
STAINWAY  PIANO:  Upright  —  model 
1098r  ebony;  1  owrrpr;  purchased 
1998;  $10,000,  (601)  982-4906. 

THE  2006  romON  OF  THE  ORiaNAL 
Mississippi  Christmas  ornament  is  rww 
available  from  Martin  Miazza  CHts.  Only 
$11.95  gif)  wr^iped.  Call  (800)  476-1 206 

or  visit  wwwAtarttoMiarTi  tnm. _ 

SIAMED  GLASSWORKS^  MC,  SERVIMC 
MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  B  STEmJS. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  sigrts.  Church  Supply 


SEBR»rS  SMMNC,  lACKSON,  Christian 
owrted.  All  hotrte  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  wNsdows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owrsetv 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CROSSETT, 
ARKANSAS^  is  seeking  a  full-time  chil¬ 
dren's  minisler.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
701  Main  Street,  Cronrtt,  AR  71635. 
HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
InsuratKe  Too  Expensive?  Call  E.F. 
Hutton  Insurance  today  ...  We  Can 

Heipl  Toll-free  (877)  232-0686. _ 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  wirwiows,  reworking  and  repair. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitinan, 

Miss.,  phorte  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

QUIET  CATUNBURC  CABIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Ml  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $9S/rtite.  For 
Inkwmation:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 


SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 

condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all 
new  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps, 
breathtaking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets. 
Call  (888)  879-0388. 


9.  Youth  Mitsiom  Opganizatiom,  Mt  Pigah  Church,  Carrol  County 


9.  The  youdr  missions  oi:gani- 
zations  of  Mt  Pisgah 
Church,  Carroll  County, 
reoendy  collected  food  items 
for  World  Huri^r  Day. 
Shown  are  the  participants. ' 

10.  First  Church,  Polkvillc, 
will  have  its  diildren's 
Christmas  cantata  Dec.  10, 
11  a.m,,  die  Music  Bam 
Band  at  6  p.m.,  and  die 
adult  Christmas  cantata 
Dec.  17.,  11  a.m. 

11.  Escatawpa  Church, 

Escalawpa,  will  have  its 
Christmas  musical  Dec.  17, 
6  p.m.,  and  a  candlelight 
service  and  Lord's  supper 
Dec.  24, 5  p.m. 

12.  Tste  Church,  Corinth  will 
present  a  ddldren's  choir 


program  Dec.  10,  6  p.m.; 
an  adult  choir  program 
Dec.  17,  6  p.m.  and  Dec. 

18,  7  p.m.;  Qiristmas  Eve 
worship  Dec.  24, 10  a.m.,  a 
candlelight  Lord's  supper 
Dec.  27, 6  p.m.,  and  a  New 
Year's  Eve  celebration 
Dec.  31,  7  p.m. 

13.  Melissa  Wise  of  New 
^Henleyfield  Church,  . 
Carrier^  was  chosen  as  one 
of  die  top  100  finalists  in  the 
Sunday  School  Teadier  of 
the  Year  Contest  sponsored 
by  Christian  Tools  of 
Affirmation. 

14.  Barbara  Smith  was  honored 
at  the  Akom  Association's 
annual  meeting  for  com¬ 
pleting  25  years  of  service  as 
ministry  assistant 


It  your 


^  oo  the 


.tnagi^ 


L.nui 


In  1  Peter  1:  6-9  Peter  is  the  same  way  in  John  20:5,11- 
encouraging  tfw  believers  to  Here,  in  verse  5,  one  of  Jesus  dis- 
view  their  trials  as  a  way  to  '  dpies  came  to  the  tomb  of  Jesus 

Erove  their  faith  was  genuine,  and  "stooping  and  lookin^in," 
[ope  goes  beyond  the  testing  of  he  was  in  search  of  Jesus.  Ihen 
—  faith.  Despite  our  trials,  we  in  verse  11,  Mary  "stooped  and 

looked"  in  searoi  of  Jenis.  That 
which  was  kx>ked  and  searched 
ment  used  by  God  to  refine  aiKl  for  by  the  Old  Testament 
itrengthen  our  faith,  herefore  proph^  aiKl  which  astonished 

me  angels  is  in  the  Guristian's 
posse^cxi  now.  How  much  we 
should  cherish  our  salvation. 

In  verse  13,  Peter  says," 
Therefore,  gird  yocur  minds  fw 
action,  ki^  sober  in  spirit  fix 
completely  on  he 
•rou^t  to  ycxi  at  he 
of  Jesus  Christ" 
keecAng  cxir  minds 
hirigs  of  God  aiKl  doing  His 
work  on  eaih,  we  are  less  ukely 
of  Christ's  suffering  tostray  from  holy  livirig.  We  must 
Tt —  — i:_-j  be  steadfast  in  spreading  he  plan 


to  be  bom  again  to  a 
living  hope  hiou^  he 
resurrecnon  of  Jesus 
Christ  from  the  dead. 
Because  of  his  th^  can 

whidi  will  not  peri^ 

_ _ I  ..Jll _ A 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Hope  Tliat  Lives 

1  Peterl:3-13, 18-21 

y  Gloria  Lofton 


obtain  an  inheritance  our  I 

which  will  not  perish,  can  rejoice  in  our  eternal  inheri 
is  unstained,  will  not  tance.  Our  trials  are  an  instru' 
fade  away,  and  is  kept 

under  watch  in  heaven  strengthen  our  faith,  therefore 
for  hem.  To  know  th^  maki^  us  more  useful  to  Him. 

gain  God  doesn't  leave  us  alone.  By 
‘  lou^  at  His  power  we  are  protected  and 
hey  were  distressed  by  our  salvation  is  secure, 
trials.  Oh,  mv  fellow  Christians, 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  how  privileged  we  are  to  be  the 
Girist  is  he  basis  of  our  Uving  recipimts  cm  God's  marvelous  your  hope 
Christian  hope.  Oh,  what  a  salvation.  In  veraes  10-12  Peter  grace  to  w  I 
marvelous  assurance  we  who  tell  us  the  prophets  who  prophe-  revelaticm 
have  Jesus  as  Savior  have  in  sied  of  Chnst  and  His  sufienngs  (NASBX  By 
knowing  He  has  defeated  he  searched  diligently  to  find  out  cxi  ' 
power  c^  sin  and  deah.  more  about  m^  times  and  cir- 

Do  you  know  Jesus  Christ  as  cumstances  ( . ^ 

3four  Savior?  If  you  have  not  as  and  His  glory.  They  realized  it 
yet  accepted  the  marvelous  gift  was  not  for  him  hat  this  would 
s  of  salvaticMi,  or  are  unsure  of  happen,  but  for  the  ones  to 
your  salvation,  please  search  cxMne.  In  verse  1%  it  says  "Even 
Ckxi's  word  and  seek  Him  wih  ai^Isforw  to  IcxA  into  hese 
all  your  heart  and  He  will  give  hmg^'  "lo  Icxik"  here  is  in  the 
you  this  precious  gi^  then  you  Parakupto,  which  means 

too  can  have  the  gift  of  living  to  bend  beside,  lean  over  (  as  to 

hope.  A  hope  and  peace  hat  peer  within);  lcx>k  into,  stoop  Lofion  is  a  member  of  Willow 
passes  all  understanciing.  down.  "To  Icx^"  is  also  used  in  Crooe  Church,  Collins. 


God's  guidance.  More 
specifically,  hope  is  the 
cxMTifidence  that  what 

Gcxl  has  done  for  us  in  lonon  his  brethren  would 
he  past  guarantees  our  partki-  comfort  and  joy,  even  houj 

Stion  in  what  Gcxl  will  do  in  present  they  i 
*  future.  This  ccxitrasts  to  he 
stodykig  world's  definition  of  hope  as  'a 
feeling  hat  what  is  wan^  will 
happen'"  (Holman  Illustrated 
Bible  Dictionary,  p.  780). 

It  is  strongre  belieWd  that 
Peter  may  weO  nave  written  this 
epistle  fiom  Rome  about  the  time 
cx  he  cxihreak  of  the  Nercxiian 
persecution  in  AD.  64.  He,  him- 
selt  had  already  endurec*  * 
and  had  faced  deah  at 
hands;  herefore  he  is  , 

encourage  and  strengthen  nis 
dear  brehren  in  Asia  to  face  the 
crud  Neronian  jpersecution  he 
fulfiUmient  of  God's  promi^  could  see  coming  imon  them. 

Biblical  hope  is  he  anticipation  In  1  Peter  l'3o,  Peter  is  prais- 
of  a  favoiwle  outcome  under  ing  God  who  has  caused  them 


The  word  xohkh  Cod  has  u/rit 
ten  on  every  brow  is  hope. 

-Victor  Hugo 
In  last  %veeks'  stud 
at  the  life-changira^ 

This  wedc  we  will  be 
the  life-changing  gift 
Hone  That  uves.  You 
"Wnat  is- he  difference  between 
faih  and  hope?"  Faih  is  "the 
trustful  human  response  to 
Gcxl's  self  revelation  through 
His  words  and  actions"  ancTa 
"limited  personal  knowledge  of 
Gcxl".  (Holman  Illustrated  Bible 
Dictionary,  p.547).  Hope  is 
grounded  in  nih  aixl  is  the  cxit- 
come  of  faith.  The  definition  of 
hope;  "IVuhful  expectation,  par¬ 
ticularly  wih  reference  to  the 


from  church  mem-  course.  As  ministers  of  he 
bers  more  committed  gospel  we  are  all  called  to  per- 
to  their  own  con-  severe.  Jesus  reminds  us  to 
cems  than  to  the  deny  ourselves,  take  up  our 
Lord's  work.  cross  and  follow  Him. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Working  with  Confidence  in  God 

Ezra  4:1-8:22 


2.  Follow  divine  3.  Expect  God's  Victory,  He  energized  he  proplc 
guidance,  (Ezra  (Ezra  6:8, 13-16)  through  uw  prophets'  preach- 

4:24-5:5)  Chapto  sbc  begins  wih  King  ing  and  even  used  the  wealtb 

The  temple  con-  Darius  asking  the  royal  secre-  and  authority  of  a  pagan  kinj 

struction  had  been  taries  to  searm  the  aimves  for  to  advance  His  kingdom, 

people  of  he  larxl,"  he  ^twanaer  haHed  for  sixteen  years  Cyrus'  original  decree.  Darius  Sometimes  we  forget  wc 
Samaritans  scxight  revenge  by  and  the  people  had  a  negative,  wanted  to  know  the  original  are  in  a  battle;  we  should 

uixiermining  the  morale  of  the  defeatist  atntude  abcxit  work,  intent  and  wording  of  Cyrus'  expect  opposition  in  oui 

Temple  builders.  Their  gcMl  was  Complaints  he  Samaritans  decree.  The  original  decree  gave  Christian  walk.  The  first  cen- 

..  ^  to  frustrate  and  disccxirage  the  voiced  made  the  authcxity  aware  the  |ews  he  right  to  resume  tury  church  had  its  share  ol 

ally  go  togeti^  and  the  ^eater  efforts  of  he  Jews.  of  heir  ccxKems.  The  Sainaritans  rebuilding  he  temple  and  even  opposition.  As  we  get  closei 

he  oppcxtunity  he  greater  the  In  many  countries  today,  made  haste  to  see  that  the  Jews  gave  he  umits  of  its  dimensicxi.  to  the  end  of  time,  we  tcK 
oppositkxv  The  apostle  Paul  stat-  Satan  employs  direct  aixl  overt  obeyed  the  king's  ccxnmand.  At  Cyrus  allowed  laige  stones  to  be  should  expect  opposition 

ed,  "Because  a  great  ckxv  for  opposition  in  God's  woric.  In  the  same  time  he  rebuilding  of  um  for  he  walls  iuxl  promised  Sometimes  life  is  like  rowing  a 

effective  work  has  opened  to  m&  countries  hat  er^y  reU^kxis  Jerusalem  ceased,  the  reconstiuc-  to  pay  from  the  rwal  treasury,  boat  upstream  on  the  Mighty 

there  are  nu^  who  oppcjse  me.  freedom,  the  wa^  to  hinder  ticxi  of  the  Temple  came  to  a  halt  He  alw  ordered  officials  to  pro-  Mississippi  River.  The  curreni 

1  Cbc  6:9  (NIV)  Cfod's  wcxk  are  more  sub^  and  Regardless  of  he  circnim-  vide  beasts  for  daily  sacrifices,  of  opposition  is  always  there. 

1.  Anridpalc  Frustrations,  indirect.  Churches  experietKe  stances  we  find  ourselves  in,  Cyrus  wanted  the  priest  to  pray  In  conclusion,  may  we  always 

(Ezra  4ri-5)  frustrations  when  hey  are  the  Lord  expects  us  to  obey  for  him  and  his  far^y.  ~  keep,  "Looking  unto  Jesus  he 

The  Samaritans  had  heard  of  active  and  seek  to  follow  God's  Him  and  persevere  in  the  work  What  started  as  an  investiga-  autnor  and  finisher  of  out 

he  rebuilding  project  and  want-  leadership.  External  opposi-  he  has  called  us  to  do.  When  1  tkxi  ended  as  a  royal  decree.  It  faith;  who  for  the  joy  hat  was 

ed  to  Join  the  Jenvs.  They  wor-  tkxis  are  expressed  in  vandal-  hink  of  a  Biblical  character  that  was  very  clear  that  neither  the  set  before  him  endured  the 

shipedf  thesameGodastheJe^  ism,  political  maneuvers,  zon-  endured  hard  times  yet  perse-  Persian  official  nor  the  people  of  cross,  despising  the  same,  set 

so  why  not  participate  in  rebuild-  ing  petitions  and  the  list  goes  vered,  I  think  of  the  apostle  the  land  were  to  interrere  wih  down  at  tne  rijnt  hand  of  the 

ing  aixl  later  worship  here?  The  ^  (Jur  greatest  external  adver-  Paul.  He  was  shipwr^ed,  he  rebuilding  of  he  temple,  throne  of  God.'^(Hebrews  12;2) 

Jews  resaidecLhe  Samaritans  as  sary  prowls  like  a  lion,  seeking  imprisoned,  beaten  and  left  for  King  Darius  made  another  _ 

a  mixed  blood  who  would  pol-  someone  he  can  devour.  (1  Peter  deM  in  Lysrta,  yet  persevered  deem  hat  described  the  terrible 

lute  he  Jewish  worship.  Iney  5;8) Sadly,  frustrations  are  also  to  he  end.  Paul  tought  the  judgment  that  would  happen  if  Alexander  is  Minister  ofEdu- 

reminded  the  Samaritans  hat  caused  by  internal  opposition  good  fight  and  finished  the  someone  disobeyed  his  decree.  cation.  Harrisburg  Church,  %pelo. 


By  Tim  Alexander _  King  Cyrudhad  riven  the 

order  to  rebuild  God's 
The  Remnant  faced  opposi-  house  to  he  Jews.  Hhe 
tion  from  the  beginning.  The 
Samaritans  opposed  the  Jews 
inhabiting  Jerusalem  and 
rebuilding  the  temple. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


■  The  Baptist  Recoid  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  aixJ  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  subrraned  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  ll-irxrh 
paper,  or  (c)  ne^  printed  on  starxiardired 
kxm  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  receiWd  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  arxl  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  iiKreasing  virus  threats 
no  text  attachments  will  he  accepted. 


ping,  photographs  must  depict  people. 

V  No  landscape-,  buildirig-,  or  obj^-only 

^  photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 

anchor  photogrwhs  can  be  published 
or>e  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 

be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JI^G  file  via  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
either  (a)  e  mail,  (b)  tbree-ar>d-a-half  inch  stamped  envelope, 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be  Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop-  E-mail:  baptistrecord®mbcb.org. 

•  »•’  Ik  »■  ••••,  ...1.  t  •>.<  tto  >!'<<«••  kt at  II 11, 


Photograph  att,Khments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  arxl  telephorre  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  arxl  digital  printouts 


Veterinian  uses  work  to  share  Gospel  among  Fulani 


NIGERIA,  West  Africa  —  The  He  heard  God  say 
Fulani  herder  «abs  a  large  bull  by  its  one  day,  "You  get 
sharply  pointra  horns,  and  then,  slip-  Nigerian  Baptists  to 
ping  one  thumb  in  .  the  animars  praj^  for  d>e  Fulani,  and 
mouth,  firmly  rotates  its  head  to  the  1  will  take  care  of  tf»e 
side  and  holds  it.  The  sleek,  white  ani-  rest." 
mal  is  h(^bled,  his  tail  twitching.  For  three  years, 

Yero  passes  a  syringe  to  vetermarian  Houser  has  helped 
Mike  Houser,  who  mwes  die  infection,  Nigerian  Baptists  fwois 
dien  (mickly  pops  the  animal  on  die  on  the  Fulani  during  the 
rump.  The  owner  adds  a  red  mark  to  its  month  of  prayer, 
hide,  and  d\ey  move  on.  Mike  Stpnecypher, 

Houser,  a  missionary  with  the  IMB  liaison  widi  the 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  and  Nigerian  Baptist 

bis  ministry  partner,  Yero,  work  in  Convention,  calls  this 
Kaduna  state,  Nigeria,  treating  animals,  prayer  empha^  "one  of 
The  two  arrived  at  8  a.m.  They  started  me  most  exciting  things 
widi  Yero's  quiet  prayer  of  blessing  for  that  I  have  seat  tuippen 
the  owners  and  their  nerds.  Before  noon  in  the  convention." 
th^  will  be  Brushed.  What  began  widi  a 

The  Fulanis  are  pastoral  nomads,  ripple  of  awareness  has 
mudi  like  die  Old  Testament  patriarchs  spread  as  Nigerians 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  b^an  to  "think  beyond 

It  is  not  unusual  to  see  a  white  herd  their  tribal  boundaries," 
crossiiu  a  Nigerian  road  or  rambling  observes  Larry  Tayloi; 
through  a  large  pasture,  followed  by  IMB  business  racilitator 
family  members  including  tall,  elegant  in  Nigeria.  "Mike  just 
women  balancing  cooking  pots  and  ripped  the  covers  off 
bowls  on  their  heads  and  one  br  two  ana  said,  'Look,  these 
animals  saddled  with  small  tents.  are  people  who  need 

"My  grandfather  used  to  say  that  the  Jesus.  Go.  Give.  Do 
man  without  cows  is  a  man  widiout  whatever  it  takes  to 
clothes,"  Yero  says.  "For  the  Fulani,  his  reach  the  Fulani.'" 
cattle  are  his  gold."  Houser's  ministry  p 

At  18  minion,  the  Fulani  are  the  himself  a  Fulani  catdemai 
largest  nomadic  group  in  the  world,  a  Christian  tract  along  dw 
Centuries  ago,  they  converted  to  he  converted  from  Isuun  I 
Islam.  At  the  Fulani  empire's  height  1984,  he  was  forced  to  le< 
through  the  1800s,  they  spread  Islam  missionary  disdpled  Yen 
throughout  West  Africa.  Today,  Yero  is  pastor  ( 

The  reverse  could  happen.  When  the  privately  disciples  nev 
Fulani  catdi  something  mey  hold  onto  ready  to  make  public 
it.  Houser  has  prayerfully  considered  trains  others  and  a 
what  might  alter  die  spiritual  course  of  Together  they  produce  i 
the  Fulani  people.  to  reach  the  Fulani  for  C 


Mali  villagers  fear  persecution  but  choose  to  worship  Christ 


MALI,  West  Africa  —  In  a  small 
Bambara  village,  li^t  from  a  lantern  cuts 
die  dark  of  ni^t.  Tea  is  passed  around. 
Village  men  have  waited  mondis  for  this 
conversation.  Excitement  is  palpable. 
Occasionally  one  or  two  other  men  join 
^  growing  circle,  visible  only  when 
diey  come  into  die  light. 

All  know  die  importance  of  the  night. 
Th|^  need  more  nights  sudi  as  this  one. 

Inis  village  is  like  coundess  others  in 
Mali  Villagm  here  suffered  severe  famine 
last  faU,  eating  anything  they  could  find, 
unsure  they  would  eat  m  next  day. 

Harvest  did  not  come  soon  enough* 
but  diis  village  not  only  starves  for  food 
~  it  needs  the  Bread  ot  life. 

"There  will  be  some  persecution," 
says  one  village  believer.  "A  perwn 
nms  a  level  of  spiritual  undersUmding 
to  resist  temptation,  to  be  able  to  stand." 

Their  new  faith  dianged  dieir  lives. 
Eadi  believer  already  has  come  a  long 
way.  Their  village  claims  Islam  as  its 
overall  faith,  but  animism  (worship  of 
nature  and  natural  objects,  such  as  trees 
and  animate)  drives  its  way  of  life. 

Yet  when  these  villagers  came  to 
know  the  Good  News  through  chrono¬ 
logical  Bible  storying  the  stronghold  of 
traditions  began  to  waver. 

Every  believer  recounts  vast  changes 
since  he  accepted  Jesus  ChrisL  One  man 


particular  village  is  strategic  to  the 
^read  of  the  (^pel.  First  it's  still 
devoid  of  Islamic  influeiKXS  although 
the  villi^  claims  Islam  as  its  overall 
faidt.  Bewevers  here  fear  greater  Islamic 
practice  because  village  leaders  have 
invited  an  Islamic  sdwol  to  come  in. 

For  now,  Islamic  influence  is  mininud 
since  die  imam,  or  Islamic  rriigious 

While  each  new  believer  shares  remain  committed.  Animistic  and  leader;  is  die  village  drunk  even  ulam 
ChrisL  One  mw  amazing  changes  through  faith  in  Muslim  teachers,  they  say,  are  good  forbids  die  use  of  dcohoL 
ww  released  from  anger.  A  few  quit  turn-  Jesus,  they  fear  former  reUgious  prac-  teachers  with  clever  arguments.  "They're  not  as  steeped  in  Islam  as 

ing  to  magidaiw  to  help  sdve  problems,  tices  will  overcome  their  newfound  "(The  teachers)  are  able  to  take  a  they  are  in  animism,  their  traditional 
Several  became  faidifol  to  dieir  wives.  One  faith  without  additional  Bible  train-  new  believer  not  c^ble  of  defending  religion,  and  ^ically,  it's  easier  to 
believer  reports  he  no  lor^  sacrifices  ing.  Of  19  men  who  initially  claimed  his  faith  and  turn  him  back  to  one  m  rea»  people  m  traditional  religion 
chickens  to  get  "protection"  OT  hte  fidds.  Christian  conversion,  only  five  these  other  religions,"  one  believer  than  in  Islam,T  Steve  says.* 


DISCIPLING  —  Missionary  Susan  Roach  meets  with  a  fellow  believer  outside  a  village 
in  Mali  before  they  go  into  the  village  to  lead  a  chronological  Bible  storying  group. 
Susan  and  her  husband  Steve  believe  Bible  training  is  key  to  reaching  all  Bambara  with 
the  Gospel.  (IMB  photo) 


